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Several papier-maché skeletons, created by Miguel Linares, play poker in the Dia de los Muertos exhibit at the Museum of Latin American Art. More photos on page 5. 


Return from the Dead 


The annual Day of 
the Dead family 
event returns to 
MOLAA this weekend. 


By EMIL1io ALDEA 
Design Editor 


Happy death day to you. 
Dia de los Muertos, or the Day of 
the Dead, is a holiday that celebrates 


‘TEDX-ing 
on the Beach 


Board of Control 
approves first 
readings of big ticket 
events. 


By Mimi NGUYEN & 
VALERIE OSIER 
Staff Writers 


the lives of relatives deceased. The 
holiday is most often recognized by 
colorful “sugar skulls” which are usu- 
ally adorned with vivid colors and 
traditional Day of the Dead patterns. 

The Museum of Latin American 
Art will be hosting its annual Dia 
de los Muertos family festival Sun- 
day. The event. will feature several 
activities that celebrate the Mexican 
holiday, Day of the Dead. Notably, 
there will be several altars exhibited 
that have been constructed by fami- 
lies from the local area honoring de- 
ceased family members. 


TEDx is a little closer to happen- 
ing at California State University, 
Long Beach after the Associated 
Students, Inc. Board of Control 
moved the request for $40,000 to 
the second reading. 

The BOC has amended the re- 
quest to a lower price that will be 
determined and approved for a sec- 
ond reading. 

Graduate student Matthew Choi 
represented TedxCSULB, a campus 
organization charged with organiz- 
ing the next TEDx event on campus, 
at the BOC meeting. The event is 
scheduled for April 9, 2016, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. j 

While there is no decision on a 


“The goal is to have the commu- 
nity see themselves in the artwork,’ 
MOLAA Education Curator Gabriela 
Martinez said. 

According to Martinez, the event 
saw 3,500 attendees last year and the 
museum is hoping for 5,000 this year. 

There will be free parking in front of 
MOLAA ona first come, first serve ba- 
sis; however, there will also be an aux- 
iliary parking lot set up by the Terrace 
Theater at the Long Beach Convention 
Center. Parking will be $10 and MO- 
LAA will be providing a free shuttle 
service to and from the auxiliary lot 


room location yet, Choi expects an 
attendance of 500 or more people. 
TEDx will present video and live 
speakers combine to open dialogue 
to a discussion in a small group of 
community leaders and students. 

On the agenda was a motion to 
vote on splitting a scholarship for 
LGBTQ+ students in half, to make 
it available to more students. This 
was the only vote where Associate 
Vice President of Finance Sharon 
Taylor voted in favor of. Taylor usu- 
ally abstains from all action item 
votes. 

“This is something I actually be- 
lieve needs to happen,” Taylor said. 

The BOC approved an $8,000 re- 


from 1la.m. to 5:45p.m. 

The museum will host several art 
workshops, musical performances, 
and docent-led tours through the mu- 
seum. Attendees can also expect to see 
an altar dedicated to Mexican pop star 
Selena, in honor of the 20th anniver- 
sary of her death. There will be a large 
exhibit in front of the museum featur- 
ing various photographs of her family 
as well as messages from her fans. 

The exhibits inside the museum 
will feature pieces from the private 
collection of Cheech Marin, along 
with other pieces from artists in the 


quest for a second reading for the 
Association of Computing Machin- 
ery to host a Hackathon, an event 
that challenges competitors’ soft- 
ware and hardware programming 
skills in a competition where they 
build a program within. 24 hours. 
Graduate student Michael Botsko 
said the association plans to rent 
out the entire University Student 
Union for 24 hours with a 400 to 
500 person attendance estima- 
tion. The agenda item request was 
amended from $13,000 to a price of 
$8,000. 

In regards to the Hackathon, 
the BOC brought up the ethics in 
funding an event where not all the 


Los Angeles area. The pieces will 
be exhibited next to the communi- 
ty-built altars honoring the dead. 

Many of those who participate in 
the festivities surrounding the holi- 
day also can have their face painted 
with the sugar skull theme in honor 
of the dead. The Mexican holiday is a 
way for MOLAA to reach out to the 
community to make them aware of © 
Mexico’ rich cultural heritage. 

“We hope that the community 
comes out,’ Martinez said. “We are 
really looking forward to seeing ev- 
eryone.” 


attendees will be CSULB students. 
Richard Haller, Executive Director 
of ASI, commented on deciding 
how to separate CSULB students 
from other students during the 
Hackathon event. 

“A student, is a student, is a stu- 
dent,’ said Haller, as he granted a 
USU rental fee waiver. 

Haller reminded the BOC that 
any agenda item requesting funds 
over $5,000 requires two readings 
before a motion to approve could 
be made. 


see BOC, page 3 
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NeEws 


Jerry Cesarez | Dairy 49ER 
Health Science major Allison Sylvia receives her free flu shot from registered nurse Madoka 
Barrientos on Tuesday in front of the bookstore. 


‘Tis the (flu) season 


By DAILY 49ER STAFF 


As flu season settles in, Stu- 
dent Health Services is offering 
free flu shots to everyone on 
campus. } 

SHS brought in the Long 
Beach Dept. of Public Health 
and American Red Cross to host 
flu clinics out front of the book 
store through October and No- 
vember. 


www.teamamvets.com/shop 
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Tuesday’s clinic administered 
619 shots, which is 59 more 
shots than the Oct. 19 clinic. 

“Flu. shots are important 
mostly for prevention because 
you never know when you might 
get infected,” junior nursing 
major Evelyn Garcia said. 

Flu season can begin as ear- 
ly as October and last through 
May, according to the Center for 
Disease Control. 

It peaks from December to 
February. On top getting vacci- 
nated as early as possible, CDC 
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New Items Arrive Daily 


recommends staying away from 
sick people and washing hands 
frequently to prevent the spread 
of germs. 

“I think the flu shots are a 
good preventative action and as 
a health science major that’s a 
huge thing,” health science ma- 
jor Allison Sylvia said. 

The next flu shot clinics will 
be Nov. 2 and 19 from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

Students who prefer not to 
wait can sign up for flu shots 
through SHS for $5. 


3315 E. South Street 
Long Beach, CA 90805 


(562) 470-6805 
Daily: 9AM-7PM 


or 
Shop Online 


www.teamamvetsthriftstores.com 


Seems fishy... 


In honor of 
Sustainability Month 
is hosting a series of 
panels, including the 
upcoming Sustainable 
Aquaculture Panel 
Thursday. 


By Riva Lu & 
AMY PATTON 
Staff Writers 


As the world changes, California 
State University, Long Beach too must 
adapt. 

In honor of Sustainability Month, 
CSULB is hosting a series of panels and 
events, including Thursday’s Sustain- 
able Aquaculture Panel at 5 p.m. in the 
Beach Auditorium of the University 
Student Union. 

The panel will feature experts in 
fisheries conservation and_ policy, 
aquaculture practices and sustainable 
seafood markets. 

CSULB announced on its new sus- 
tainability website that it is committed 
to “promoting sustainability through 

. Campus operations, academic pro- 
grams and engagement efforts.” 

‘The website states that sustainability 
is made up of three elements: the natu- 
ral world and resources; the communi- 
ty and social structures; and economic 
systems. Practical sustainable solutions 
need to be incorporated into all three 
parts to be successful, the website stat- 
ed. 

The Daily 49er spoke with panel 
coordinator Wade Martin, an envi- 
ronmental science & policy professor 
at CSULB, to discuss the upcoming 
panel’s importance and impact on sus- 
tainability. 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 
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time of services. The offer cannot he combined with any other 
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What does this panel cover? 

It covers sustainability month here 
at CSULB. We received a grant to re- 
ceive a sustainable learning commu- 
nity. It is part of the grant that this 
learning community is putting togeth- 
er and is hoping to become even more 
institutionalized so that we could have 
events that will focus on sustainability 
and combine with our faculty research 
the programs and classes. We are also 
working with community partners as 
well. 


Why are we having this panel now? 

We started with sustainable aqua- 
culture because there has been some 
proposals to develop projects between 
San Pedro Ports and Catalina Islands. 
There are different projects going on 
there, but we are focusing on global rel- 
evance with the climate changes. 

Fish are being overfished and more 
people are consuming fish. Fish have 
less of a carbon footprint than animals 
such as cattle, sheep, pigs and etc. 


What can students who attend this 
panel get out of it? 

Students should be able to get a bet- 
ter understanding of what is sustain- 
able with farm fish versus wild fish. 
They should also know of some of the 
practices when they go to a restau- 
rant and order a fish that they know, 
or whether a fish is being caught in a 
sustainable fashion versus one that is 
depleting the fisheries. Also, find out 
whether bad practices are being used 
and to have a better understanding of 
where your food is coming from. 

This event will share different per- 
spectives from businesses to biology 
conservation perspectives, so you will 
get the whole spectrum of opinions and 
facts. 

The event is free to everyone, no 
RSVPs necessary. Contact sustainabili- 
ty@csulb.edu for more information. 
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Sexual 
assault in 
Hillside 
dorms 


By Ross SIEV 
Staff Writer 


Lt. Goodwin of University Po- 
lice said that a sexual assault was 
reported at the Hillside College 
housing last Wednesday. 

The reporting party said the 
event occurred on that day before 
3 p.m. A suspect was arrested and 
booked at the Long Beach Police 
Department jail. 

No other information was re- 
leased, and the situation is current- 
ly under investigation. 

This was the sixth sexual assault 
reported this semester. 


Carving a 
marking 


Goodwin said a vandal carved 
symbols into several trees around 
Lot 20 on Oct. 20. 

The reporting party said that 
the carvings appear to be Hebrew 
words. 


Petty thefts 
abound 


Two students reported thefts in the 
Kinesiology men’s locker room Oct. 
20, Goodwin said. The first victim re- 
ported that he left his black Jansport 
backpack on a bench, where it later 
went missing. Another victim later re- 
ported that his Samsung tablet, valued 
at $300, went missing from his locker. 

A student reported a bike stolen 
Oct. 20 at the Parkside Commons. The 
victim described the bike as a black 
mountain bike with silver suspensions 
valued at $200. The theft occurred be- 
tween 8 p.m. and 12:15 a.m. The bike 
was not registered with University Po- 
lice and was not locked. 


TRANG LE | Daity 49ER 
Multiple trees around Lot 20 were 
vandalized with carved symbols 
on October 20. The reporting 
party states that the carvings 
appear to be Hebrew words. 


No good on 
the hood 


A student reported that a vandal 
in Lot 20 damaged his car on Fri- 
day. Goodwin said that the vandal 
jumped on the hood of the victim’s 
car and left adent. The victim said 
that the vandal left a note on the 
vehicle, but University Police did 
not have any more information on 
the note. 


Student 
suspected of 
threatening 
classmates 


A 17-year-old male was suspect- 
ed of battery last Tuesday in the 
Education 2 building, Goodwin 
said. The male allegedly put his 
hands on students and verbally 
threatened them. University Police 
later calmed him down. No one 
was reported injured. 


WEpNnEspDAY, Octoser 28, 2015 


BOC 


continued from page 1 


The BOC approved a 
$400 grant from the Stu- 
dent Travel Fund for grad- 
uate student Adam White 
to attend the Geological 
Society of America Annual 
Meeting. 

White is a member of 
GSA, a society for the ad- 
vancement of geosciences. 

He will be presenting 
his thesis on fecal mat- 
ter markers indicating a 
pre-historical event. 

The BOC approved 
$465 for Delta Sigma Pi, a 
co-ed fraternity for busi- 
ness professionals to host 
an event that provides 
awareness for the changing 
marketplace and expecta- 
tions when getting out of 
college. 

Senior finance major 
Matthew Woo said guest 
speaker Jim Dodgen will 
coach students on how to 
use psychology and social 
media to market them- 
selves on LinkedIn. 

The event is planned 
for Dec. 2, at 6 p.m., in the 
Liberal Arts 2 building, 
room 151. 
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Taking a breather 


Post-pych artist 
Michael Espinach, 
who goes by 
BREATHERR, talked 
to the Daily 49er 
about his sound, 

his CSULB roots and 
where he wants to go 
next. 


By MADISON D’ORNELLAS 
Opinions Editor 


Musician Michael Espinach, who 
goes by the stagename BREATHER- 
RR, is a California State University, 
Long Beach alumnus who is making 
ripples in Long Beach's psychedelic 
music scene. 

The Daily 49er put on their swim 
caps and goggles and plunged into 
BREATHERRR’s world for a talk 
about his sound, what he’s working 
on and where he came from. 


Where are you from? 


I was born in West Covina area and 
I moved to Long Beach when I was 
seven. I’ve lived in Long Beach for a 
while, During high school I moved in 
with my dad who lives in Pasadena so 
I was there for four years. But for the 
most part, I’m in Long Beach. [Long 
Beach] is crazy eclectic. I love the fact 
that the vibe changes so drastically, 
like you can literally cross the street 
and you'll be in a completely different 
sort of zone. I feel culturally things 
are really, really progressive here. 
There's so much going on in L.A., but 
Long Beach has a certain open quali- 
ty to it. I think it’s being by the ocean 
and because it’s so eclectic here you 
do get varying [music] genres and 
different audiences. You get people 
that are into lots of different things 
and it’s not as congested as going into 
the city. So that absolutely helps my 
creative process. It’s not stifling. 


What did you study at CSULB? 


I studied religious studies with a con- 
centration on East-European philos- 
ophies like Buddhism. Recently I’ve 
kind of gone back to the simplicity 
from those points of view. The thing 
with college and the thing with my 
experience at [CSULB] was... my 
most college moment was my sec- 
ond to last semester, I was taking 
18 units because I was trying to get 
out. I remember during finals week 
I was at the library and I saw these 
girls in their pajamas and they had 
sleeping bags and they were study- 
ing, and I just thought that was the 
coolest thing. All of these people are 
so amped on nailing this test and are 
willing to sleep on the ground. I love 
that people are being hungry for it 
and I think that’s the biggest thing 
that I got [from college] was know- 
ing that I could finish. Knowing that 


PHoto Courtesy MICHAEL EsPINACH 


Michael Espinach poses for a shot that captures the psychedlic nature heard throughout his music. 


I could see something through and 
that absolutely [meant] more than my 
major. 


Why do you go by “BREATHERRR”? 


I had an old band called I Am You 
and we were a three-piece psychedel- 
ic rock band, but we were mostly in- 
strumental. Whenever wed play live 
my tuning in between songs would 
take forever. Even live now I use seg- 
ments from movies in between my 
songs so it keeps the story going. So 
initially I called it “Breatherrr” for 


that sort of interlude. Once I start- 
ed making music under that name I 
[thought it was cool], like something 
that breathes. The significance [of the 
name] is actually pretty major now. I 
think when someone takes a breather 
they have to slow things down and 
they have to take a look at a big pic- 
ture. Sometimes you get so involved 
in things that you kind of lose track of 
what you're trying to do. As far as why 
there's three r’s , it makes you look at 
it and wonder, “Why?” Id rather peo- 
ple have questions than be able to try 
to sum things up as, “You're this” or 


“You're that.” 


Why is your debut album called 
“Resin Ballet”? 


It’s psychedelic music, and I remem- 
ber I [smoked marijuana] for a very 
long while and what's funny with 
“resin” that resin is when youre out of 
weed and that’s the last effort, you’ve 
scraped the pipe for this one last 
black, sticky stuff and it’s not good for 
you, it has probably the most tar, but 
you have the desperation to get high. 
I like that juxtaposition of something 


dark and sticky, kind of desperate 
as oppose to something like ballet, 
which is immensely graceful and to- 
tally beautiful and gorgeous. There's 
so much power and strength there. 
[Ballet] looks very effortless but you 
know that those ballerinas [put in 
work]. I love body movements and 
I think that this next album is really 
going to try to get into the nitty-gritty 
of that. Just humanness, being a crea- 
ture. You can't have the light without 
the heavy, you can’t have the light 
without the dark. 


What is your sound and where is it 
going? 


I try to have a certain juxtaposition 
between sounds like intense stuff 
with ambient stuff, while making 
it transition well. I call [the sound] 
post-psychedelic and although I’m 
sober, I feel like my life in general 
these days is very, very psychedelic. 
And think that my music is, if any- 
thing, going to get more intense. 
I'm defiantly messing with a lot of 
[different sounds] like jazz and jazz 
rhythms. If anything, I'm trying to 
make psychedelic-noise-jazz pop, 
like spiking the Kool-Aid. I’m ap- 
plying pop structure to more things 
now. So when I say pop, I’m thinking 
in terms of Michael Jackson as much 
as Nirvana, what got me into music. 
I’m really into Miles Davis but then 
I’m also really into Slayer and Dove. 
I like especially what I am doing 
right now, as far as working on this 
new album, I am trying to apply cer- 
tain aesthetic things that I am really 
into. I try to put myself in the cer- 
tain headspace where every sound is 
something that you could imagine as 
a tangible thing. 


What are your goals in the coming 
year? 


Besides working on the album, getting 
new merchandise out. I’m also trying 
to curate shows [in Long Beach] with 
stuff that I’m into. I just submitted to 
South By Southwest [music festival] 
so ideally ’'m looking to tour next 
year around March, regardless if I 
get into South By Southwest or not. 
Hopefully within the next couple of 
months I'll have some more songs. 
I do plan on putting out a holiday 
EP, so hopefully within the next two 
months I'll have at least a cover and a 
Christmas song. This time of the year 
is really big for me. I’m really into the 
vibe. Around this time of year every- 
thing slows down in a sense. I think 
it’s a very reflective time of the year 
because everyone is looking at the 
year thus far and what they're going 
to do differently. 


What listeners should look forward 
to: 


e New music video by Khodee Billiet 
out on Halloween. 

e Show at 4th Street Vine on Novem- 
ber 7 at 7p.m. 

e New album “Almond Noir” out next 
fall. 
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Celebrando 


alos 


Muertos 


(Top) A politically charged mural, painted by Frank Romero, represents the political and social strife he 
witnessed during the Chicano civil rights movement in Los Angeles during the 1970's. (Above) Sugar skulls 
adorn the Selena shrine in front of the Museum of Latin American art. (Left) A pencil drawing of Selena 
inside the shrine exhibit. (Bottom right) Papier-mdché skeletons engage in a heated game of poker. 
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hat if Lady 

Macbeth 

were a Lord? 

And what 

if Pee-Wee 
Herman were Phoebe? 

As entertaining as it may be to 
conceptualize gender-bent pop 
culture icons and the quirks that 
would come from their gender 
swap, the reality for students who 
identify as transgender has been far 
less amusing. 

That is until California State 
University, Long Beach announced 
a series of provisions that will 
help assuage transgender issues in 
school. 

These new 
policies will go 
into effect next 


year, which CSULB’s new 
allows students to ater 
self-declare their policies for 


preferred names 
to professors and 
faculty, regardless 
of birth names 


or physical sex but quite 
attributes 
Finally, welcome. 


students have the 

agency to decide 

who they are to 

be, or not to be, 

in the eyes of the university. 

To cisgender students who have 
never struggled with their concept 
of themselves when it comes to a 
gender-sex agreement, the impact 
of preferred names and pronouns 
may not be immediately clear. 

In a super technical, anthropo- 
logical sense, names are one of the 
most defining features of an indi- 
vidual’s humanity. With cultural, 
personal and social connotations 
attached to specific names, a name 
can become just as much a part of 
one’s identity as their race, physical 
structure or upbringing. 

When an improper name is used 
over and over to refer to a student 
who no longer feels it is the best 
representation of their identity, 
things can get sticky. 

There is a sociological theory 
that explains the remarkable 
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transgender 
students are 
long overdue, 


impact micro-aggressions can have 
on members of a disenfranchised 
community. Misgendering and re- 
ferring to trans students by names 
contradictory to their gender iden- 
tity reinforces the idea that they 
are a fundamental mistake and can 
only be known as the person they 
were born as. 

Nothing could be farther from 
the truth, or more harmful to 
students outside the cisgender 
umbrella. 

Western culture already ostra- 
cizes trans individuals and catego- 
rizes them as “others” that don’t fit 
into the socially acceptable gender 
binary. The last thing they all need 
is a campus that follows suit and 
gives no cushion for legal/preferred 
name discrepancies. 

CSULB’s new progressive action 
is creating an environment where 
all students, be 
they transgen- 
der, gender fluid, 
non-binary, gender 
neutral, non-native 
English speakers 
or otherwise, can 
present themselves 
and be referred to 
in the way that’s 
most comfortable 
to their concept of 
identity. 

Formal releases 
on the new policy 
say that it should 
be in effect by 
January, and only require students 
to submit a request to Enrollment 
Services with their preferred name. 

If the preferred name differs 
from a student’s legal name, 
certain documents like graduation 
certificates will have to default to 
the legal name, but all classroom 
rosters, identification cards and 
online portals will reflect the stu- 
dent’s preference. 

In no way does the new policy 
solve the issues trans students face 
on campus but in combination 
with gender neutral restrooms 
scattered across campus, incredibly 
active LGBT+ advocacy groups and 
adherence to Title IX standards, it 
is helping. 

If we can keep our campus poli- 
cies in favor of our transgender com- 
munity, we should by any means 
necessary. It’s the least we can do. 
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C)PINIONS 


Davip P. Giixey-| Detroir Free Press | KRT Wortp News 
Medina Muhammed, 18, holds her baby Menazel in a hospital at the Abu Shouk refugee camp in northern 
Darfur, Sudan. Medina Muhammed gave birth to Menazel after being raped by the Jajaweed during a attack on 
the village of Tawila. The victims, and now mothers, of rape face being outcasts by their families and tribes for 


Rape 1s not a Muslim problem 


i 


ARIANA SAWYER 
Contributing Writer 


re the African and 

Middle-Eastern 

refugees in Germa- 

ny’s migrant camps 

raping and sexually 
abusing women? 

The answer is yes, but not more 
than people in other countries. 

Each year, about 293,000 people 
are sexually assaulted in the 
United States, according to the 
Rape, Abuse and Incest National 
Network. 

That number is higher than the 
total amount of refugees who have 
applied for asylum in Germany to 
date, at just over 200,000 people. 
So far this year, there have been 
8 reported cases of sexual assault 
within the refugee camps. In the 
U.S., there are approximately 27.3 
reported rapes per 100,000 people, 
according to the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime, com- 
pared to the refugee camps’ four 
cases per 100,000. 

Unfortunately, rape is the most 
under-reported crime worldwide, 
so actual numbers are unavailable. 
In the U.S., about 68 percent of 
rapes go unreported, according to 
RAINN. 

Most of the refugees are Mus- 


Media outlets 
should focus on 
the real source 
of sexual assault 
crimes, not 
blame Muslim 
culture. 


lims, and Germany’s policy has 
usually been to separate men and 
women in the camps so far. How- 
ever, the Daily Mail reported that 
because men and women have not 
been separated, the stress of shar- 
ing common spaces like bathrooms 
and showers with strangers of the 
opposite sex have led men to target 
women for sexual abuse. 

Rape is not a Muslim problem, it 
is not a developing nation prob- 
lem and it is not a people of color 
problem. White people caused a 
majority of the forcible rapes in the 
U.S., according to the most recent 
2012 FBI report. 

Rape is a human problem. 

According to the U.N., the top 
10 countries with the highest 
instances of reported rape are 
South Africa, Botswana, Sweden, 
Grenada, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 


Panama, Australia, Belgium, the 
United States of America and New 
Zealand. The majority of people 


_ in each of these countries practice 


Christianity. 

It is usually committed by men 
against women, but not always. It is 
disproportionately high in Sweden 
- in part due to a broad definition 
of rape and the movement to en- 
courage women to speak out - but 
many of the other countries on 
the top 10 list are also developed 
countries. 

It is not refugee camps that are 
“rife with rape and child abuse,” 
according to an article by the Daily 
Mail. It is American prisons, with 
one in 20 prisoners reporting rape 
or sexual abuse, according to the 
Human Rights Watch. There is no 
other known place in the world 
where rape statistics are so high. 

Blaming Muslim culture, the 
Germans or the refugee camps 
will not stop rape. In fact, it could 
harm victims of rape or sexual 
abuse since it would fail to address 
the true causes of rape, as well as 
stigmatize the mostly innocent 
refugees and Islam even more than 
has already been done. 

“Just as when we come into the 
world, when we die we are afraid 
of unknown things. But the fear is 
something from within us that has 
nothing to do with reality.” - Isabel 
Allende, La Casa de los Espiritus 
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CAMPUS VOICE 


How wit Los ANGELES’ BASKETBALL TEAMS, THE CLIPPERS AND THE LAKERS, 
FARE IN A CONFERENCE FULL OF STACKED COMPETITION THIS SEASON? 


“The Clippers [are] obviously trying to win the title. I’m a Laker fan, 
but they’re not going to make the playoffs this year. But, they have 
an exciting young core that I’m looking forward to watching. I think 
[Kobe] will have a pretty decent season. He has players around him 
that he could rely on more now so I think it will be better than last 


NBA 


continued from page 8 


Milwaukee made the playoffs 
last year, and I’m not even sure half 
their players can go out for a drink 
yet. 

Back in the west, the Houston 
Rockets and New Orleans Pelicans 
are sitting pretty with legitimate 
MVP-caliber players. But secure in 
their place among playoff teams, 
that complacency will only make 
them weak for when the real threats 
arrive. 

I am legitimately psyched to 
watch Anthony Davis develop. His 
ceiling in the NBA is almost lim- 
itless. And his future this season 
relies on Jrue Holiday, Nate Rob- 
inson, Eric Gordon and Tyreke Ev- 
ans. It is like that season of “The 
Walking Dead” when the strongest 
character was strapped to a baby; 
except it is like being strapped to 
four babies. 

And the Rockets play possibly 
the worst brand of basketball I 
have ever seen. Seeing a team miss 
free throws is not that fun, and the 
Rockets take a lot of them. But what 
really intrigues me about the Rock- 
ets is this: what lives in Harden’s 
beard? 

I know what you are thinking 
Clippers fans, you have a lot to look 


-~Steven Kotaki, senior, Japanese major 


” 


on. 


forward to this season. You aren't 
going to be 

For a team that has been good 
for a few years, the Clippers made 
some significant additions in Paul 
Pierce and Lance Stephenson. They 
solidified an offensive and defen- 
sive weakness on the wing that has 
been a problem for years. 

They also have a superstar in 
Blake Griffin that has grown better 
nearly every season in the league, a 
legitimate center in Deandre Jordan 
for a league that is short on them, 
and one of the best passers that the 
game has ever seen in Chris Paul. 

Of course, they also have a cen- 
ter that absolutely cannot touch the 
ball at the end of the game, a point 
guard with bad knees and a slew of 
players that love shooting threes 
(and really need to stop). 

But all that adds up to the most 
intriguing question in the NBA: 
Are the Clippers a main character 
in this league? For the first time 
possibly ever, they are incredibly 
equipped to match up with what- 
ever the league can throw. But in a 
land of zombies, that’s often when 
things start going pear-shaped. 

Are they going to face perilous 
situations and certain doom and 
fight their way out? Or are they 
going to be the just another body 
that the main characters discard on 
their way to the next episode? 

The offseason was far too long, 
and I, for one, already have my pop- 
corn ready for the premiere. 


“The Lakers don’t look too good. They look like they could be an 
average team, depending on the leadership that comes from the 
veterans, I think they could be above average, but that’s if Kobe 
[Bryant] stays healthy. The Clippers, I think they have to get over 
the hump. They have talent and people who are very capable to 
pull it all together to get over that hump.” 


-Anh Nguyen, senior, business management major 


year.” 


“For the Clippers, if they don’t win it, it will be embarrassing be- 
cause they have a pretty stacked team, with all the free agent sign- 
ings. With the Lakers, I’m hoping they do well and to see the young 
guys perform well to see if they will progress into a great team later 


- Justin Buck, senior, criminal justice major 


WALLy SKALIJ | Los ANGELES Times | TNS 
The Los Angeles Clippers’ Chris Paul drives between the Golden 
State Warriors’ Draymond Green, left, and Ian Clark at Staples Cen- 
ter in Los Angeles on Oct. 20. 


SPORTSD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


CLASSIFIEDS 


84. Used Car For Sale 


Dodge Stratus 1997 86k stick shift 4Door 
grey $2500 Best offer. 4 cyl 562-434-1942 or 
831-540-5610 


35. Employment Opportunites 


Part time job available for student who is 
studying and/or has some experience with 
business marketing for a private practice 
Licensed Marriage Family Therapist. Computer 
skills (Mac), office assistance/organizational 
skills needed as well. Up to 10 hours weekly for 
$14 per hour. Days and hours to be determined. 
Location is in my office which is about three 
miles from the CSULB campus. Would like 
someone who has some morning and afternoon 
hours available. Contact Christine Alisa at 

(562) 619-5883 or chris@Christinealisa.com 


Temp job 2 wks, Retail fixturing. $12/hr. Own 
transportation needed. Call for appt. time. 
(888) - 678 - 8966. 


GYMNASTICS & CHEER TUMBLING 
COACHES WANTED. Looking for fun, reliable 
and experienced coaches for part-time AM/ 
PM hours. *Up to $20 per hour depending on 
EXPERIENCE. Please email resume or inquiry 
to kidnastics@gmail.com 
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Biting down on the NBA 


With the eternal wait 
of the offseason 
finally over; it’s time 
to figure out who 
has the potential to 
hoist the trophy. 


By GrEG DIAZ 
Editor-in-chief 


It’s here everyone. It’s the start of a 
new NBA season. 

And after an off-season of trades 
and draft picks and free-agent acqui- 
sitions and coaching changes, there is 
just one thing left to get you ready for 
the season: the realization that your 
team’s title hopes are already dead. 

Well, that may be overstating it a 
little. If you are a fan of the Spurs, Cavs 
or Warriors. But if your not, get ready 
for eight months of inevitability. 

Because while the other major 
sports are built around genuine 
intrigue about who will win, an NBA 
season has more in common with “The 
Walking Dead.” 

So many teams think that this 
is their year. Sadly, they are not the 
heroes of the show; they are the 
ancillary characters. That means it is 
not a matter of if they get taken down, 
but when. 

But that should not ruin the fun. 
“The Walking Dead” is a huge hit, 
with people tuning in each week to 
watch other people become zombie 
chow. And just because the end may 
be spoiled there is still so much fun to 
look forward to this season. 

Take the Lakers for instance. Sure, 
their season is already dead and 


ter in Chicago on Oct. 27. 


rotting. But you just know that Kobe 
is going to find a way to take some 
players down with him. Granted, they 
will probably also be Lakers, but it will 
be interesting to see who he chooses. 

Does he systematically cut down 
Julius Randle’s confidence? Does he 
crash into Roy Hibbert and break his 
ankle? Or does he finally just punch 
Swaggy P in the face? I have no idea; I 
just know that everyone is coming out 
the other end of this season scarred. 

Memphis and Oklahoma City fans 
want to believe that they are title con- 
tenders. They aren't. At this point they 
are clearly the person trying to outrun 
a group of zombies on a sprained 


May, WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


gers picked fifth 


Members of the 
media picked LBSU 
to finish in fifth 
place in 2015-16 
season. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


A panel of media members on 
Tuesday picked the Long Beach State 
women’s basketball team to finish in 
fifth place in the Big West this season. 

The 49ers received 99 total points 
and one first place vote in the pre- 
season poll. LBSU finished in fourth 


place last year with a 9-7 conference 
record after starting non-conference 
play 13-1. 

LBSU finished 22-10 overall, but 
exited both the Big West Tournament 
and Women’s National Invitation 
Tournament after one game. 

Hawaii received 13 first place votes 
and 147 total points to finish on top 
of the poll. The Rainbow Warriors re- 
turn three starters and 11 letter win- 
ners from a team that gave Hawaii its 
first conference title since 1993-94 
last season. 

UC Riverside collected two first 
place votes and Cal Poly received 
one to round out the top three. Two- 
time defending Big West Tournament 
champions CSUN didn’t pick up any 


ankle. They are only getting slower and 
the herd is gaining. 

But Oklahoma City has Russell 
Westbrook, the one guy in the league 
that can do something completely 
jaw-dropping on any night. Want to 
see someone go coast-to-coast in 1.2 
seconds; get a ticket. Want to see a 
player get his feet above a defenders 
shoulders; totally seems possible. 

Memphis, meanwhile, is going to 
absolutely ruin somebody’s playoff 
dreams. Before the Grizzlies go down, 
they are going to trip up someone 
running next to them and limp away 
as fast as possible. 

Moving to the Eastern Conference, 


first place votes, but were selected to 
finish above LBSU in fourth place 
with 100 total points. 

The panel also selected junior 
guard Raven Benton as part of a 
six-player preseason all-conference 
team. 

Benton averaged 11.5 points per 
game in 24 appearances for LBSU in 
2014-15. She also shot 40.5 percent 
from the field and five rebounds per 
game before missing the last eight 
games of the season through inju- 
ry. The Tacoma native earned sec- 
ond-team All-Big West honors last 
season. 

The 49ers start their season on 
Nov. 13 against San Diego State at the 
Walter Pyramid. 


ARMANDO L. ce | Cuicaco Trizune | TNS 
The Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James (23) defends against the Chicago Bulls’ Jimmy Butler (21) during the first half at the United Cen- 


I'm sorry, but outside of Cleveland 
you are all extras standing behind the 
main character. And that makes you 
all expendable. 

Atlanta, Washington, Chicago, 
Toronto. If they couldn’t take down 
a LeBron and the LeBron-etes last 
season, what on earth are they going 
to do against him with a healthy Love 
and Kyrie? 

But despair not Chicago fans, your 
team is going to rage against the dying 
of the light until there are no bullets 
left in the gun and then they are 
going to throw the gun. Washington 
fans, I know you're already looking 
forward to the promise of the Kevin 


Durant-like cure to your particular 
infection. Atlanta fans, your team is 
the patron saint of NBA TV, and you 
will have an entire season of telling 
people, “Don’t sleep on the Hawks, 
you just haven’t seen them play.” And 
Toronto...you have universal health 
care. 

Miami and Indiana, I know you are 
looking at the playoff landscape and 
thinking, “We are crashing the party 
this year, and everyone better look 
out.” Think again. You couldn’t even 
make the playoffs in the East last year. 


see NBA, page 7 


fi Aspige NORTHWOOD | 
DaiLy 49ER 


Sophomore 
guard Raven 
Benton dribbles 
around a USC 
defender on Nov. 
| 21, 2014 at the 
Walter Pyramid. 
Benton grabbed 
the game-high 22 
points. 


